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on a visit which the Czar paid her during the night of
October 31. The police had noticed that the visit was
prolonged from 10:30 till 2 A.M. There had been plenty
of time to discuss politics. But the next morning the
Princess confessed to an agent of the police that the
boudoir had been no more successful than the salon or
the ballroom.
He will not listen to reason on this subject. He considers it a
question of his honor and says he has given his word to the
Poles and that he owes it to himself to keep it, that the whole
world can fall on him and he will not yield; he intends to go
to Munich, then to Berlin, then to Warsaw to be proclaimed
King of Poland, and if anyone wants to oppose him, he is
ready.20
November i, the day of the official opening of the Con-
gress, finally arrived in an atmosphere of general uneasi-
ness. On that day a secret report for the Emperor to Baron
Hager paints it in brilliant colors. Here it is, the work of an
intelligent and conscientious observer:
Public opinion with regard to the Congress is still bad.
Everywhere it is said that there is no agreement, that it is no
longer a question of re-establishing order and justice but of
forcing the issue and each taking what he can, and that
things are pointing toward a general war which will not long
delay in breaking out.
The affair of Saxony is deeply felt by everyone. That of
Murat... is no less displeasing. It is said openly that Alex-
ander cannot bear Metternich; that Talleyrand is the only
one talking sense now and that the Gospel, if preached by
the devil, would still be the Gospel, and it is true, for Talley-
rand asks nothing for France. He wants only justice, stability,
moderation, and peace, erected on the sacred principles of
right and reason.
In general, the public, and especially the Vienna public,
possesses good sense and makes a true appraisal of how matters
stand.... This places the French at the top in the opinion of
20 cf. Weil, of. dfc, 1,461.